
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



the IngemM% Reflexions relating to Medical $prin|s Numh. 52, 
Cottfiderei. The falfable Indiedtims of [owe Healing Sfriiigs 
remarked', Witfi an account ef fome [uch Springs i ft Evigknd ^ 
which do confirm the Indications ; and of others Obiter 5 Bj 
Dr. J. Beale to the Puklifljer • Which Difcourfes were in H,'S6. 
omitted for want ef fufficient room , not without injur j to the 
Author^ who haddefigned the[e Communications for another froft 
[fecifying &j manifefi oh fer vat tens, hew Terreftrial fieames may 
be the Generative Caufe^ both -ef Minerals and Metals , and of 
all the Peculiarities of Springs: Jnd jhould have immediately 
followed^. 1 134, 

IiN? purftt ance of what I tffered ( Numb, %6.) concerning Mineral 
springs t i proceed to the Ingenious Reflexions made Numb, 5 2 
en theBreviate ef Dr-Witties Defence^which is in jour Tradi 51; 
With no Intention at aS to afront the worthy Authors modeft Sug- 
gefiionsi hut to rePrefent matter of Faifj aufdmanifejl ohfervati- 
ms , which may chance tofatisfy fome ef his Inquiries 5 Jnd t$ 
give more Light to my f&rementioned Arguments, 

We agree that fome J»ff<//f4/ Springs do loofe pan of their 
Vertne by the precipitation of a Mineral Sediment. But , 
whether thefe Waters do not loofe fome of their Vertue (and 
perhaps the more excellently healing property ) by a feparation 
offiner and Invifible Spirits from the water, either by avolati- 
onoutofthefealed Veflels , orotherwifej Thisisnovv a part 
of my prefent Qpeftion. And I would here have a regard to o- 
ther/i'^^/i/?^ Springs 5 than are apparently Mineral. And thus 
far I would advance my former inquiry ; Whether the various 
Compreflions , Strainings, and Goliifions, together with the 
changes ofHeat and Cold, with other unknown Steames, may 
not fo far alter the Contexture , and the minuteft Particles of 
fomfc waters , as to render them effectually Sanative , whilH they 
retain the force of their effervefcence ; and foon after to leape th. m 
impotent. 

We fee.what a fmoa!( y vapour afcends from the purefl: Foun- 
taines in Winter, and in the cool Mornings of the Hot Sum- 
mer; And; though We dare not call thefe Waters hot , or more 
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than relatively tepid, yet the Water being lefs cold vvhilft it i-i; 
falient, folong it may be enlarged in Bulk, and hold no longer 
in the fame Quantity. And Heat and Cold,and,if there be any o- 
ther vEtherial Concomitants, ( tho but as tenuious as Magne- 
tifmes,)may pafs through Sealed VefTeh.-Some pethaps more ea- 
fily through fome kinds of Veflels than through others-,as Light, 
and the thinneft Flames of Fire: Though Air be commonly 
the Fuel and Bellowes , and fometimcs the Vehicle , yet they 
pafs t hrough Glafs , where Air cannot pafs ; But they pafs not 
through fome forts of Earthen Veflels. And ( to infift no lon- 
ger on words than a fwift glaunce upon the By ) we ofe to call 
them turgid Spirits znd rough Sprits , which are fometimes no- 
thing elfe but a Heat or Cold encentred in the minute Particles 
of the Liquor 5 or thofe Particles broken into /harper Figures ; 
Or that fome Air, which hath a far more vigorous Spring thaa 
water, is encentred, comprefTcd, and aiSiive in or among the 
parts of Liquor; Or that fome part of the Liquor is refined into 
a more Spiritual and Invifible fubftance. And that fome of 
thefe cafes , or the like , may fall out in fubterranean Streams, 
and other Liquors, I can demonftrate Experimentally. And 
then the effed may be this, that the Air,or other Spirits, may 
be divided in the fealed VefTelfrom the Water-, Or thefervid and 
tumultuous Spirits may flacken their Springs, or expire-, and 
fo the water may grow Languid and ineffe(5lnal,either without the 
falling down of any fediment,or together with it. That thefe ca- 
fes do fometimes come to pafs,l fliall now endeavour to prove. 
I . r hough the particles of water are fo minute , that we can^ 
notdifcern them with our Eyes, yet by a duller Organ of Senfe , 
even by Feeling , we may diftinguifli the acute and vigorous par- 
ticles of Healing Watersjfrom the Languid and hurtful particles 
of Common waters.^ The Healing waters will intermingle with 
their afperitjs fuchan agreable titillation, as will invite us to 
rubin^or prefle on the cleanfingjjf and terfive water 5 And wil', all 
along,recompence the pain of fearching the wound by their adllvc 
fri^ions , with fuch fpeedy reparations , and fuch indu! '^ent de- 
grees of fanation, as mitigates the Torment with ftore^'and va- 
riety of pleafures. Other Cotftmon wates s^even thofe of fome 
of the parefl and moft Chryftallioe Fountains, are almoftpoy- 
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fonoDS , encreafing Teters and tormenting Ulcers , with an In- 
ward and Allien painfulnefs. This dextrous waretjby a moft fa- 
vourable Chirurgery , fearches to the bottom of Old and can- 
cerous Ulcers 5 fweeps or (haves away the Rootes of Teters and 
Cancers; and appeafcth the unnatural rage: And feme of 
thcfe Mealing waters are benigne, whether we apply them out- 
wardly, or tru ft them inwardly for the relief of our Entrals and 
Vitals. And by thefe remarkable Indkatms , and the Effe<5ts 
I have fecn fucceeding , I have been confirmed of the real ver- 
tueof fomeof the(focaird ) Holj-Wells of oldeft reputation 
in Bnglands and have difcovered other Healing-Spri ngs,whofe 
Yertues werenot much known, or noted before. 

a. And we call in the Teftimony of the Guft ( which is ano- 
ther of thelefs fpiritual Senfes ) to prove the ajperem, and yet 
4ppea{i»g Particles inComeLlfiuoiS. Lige», a Gentleman of a 
curious palace, and Muficaljefteemsthe ^etn'fine to be in- 
comparably the moft delicious fruit in the world, and thus def- 
cribes it : When vie frfl bite it, it isjo vielentljfharfe^as one tvould 
think, it would fetch all the skin off the Mouth 5 hut before the tongue 
eanmake a fecend trial upon the palate^as perfeSil) cures that vige- 
rom fiarpenefs : And betweenthefe extreams of fiarpe azd fmet 
Jyes the relifb and flavour of aU fruits that are excellent .- And thofe 
tafls will change andfiow fo fajl upon the palate , a4 Fhanff can 
hardly keep way with them % and this at lea (I to the tenth exatni- 
naiion ; ferfo long the Echo lafls. Thus he .• And he feems to 
have in his thoughts an expert Lutenift , when he briskly fweet- 
ens Difcords into the livelieft Harmony. I dare not take the 
boldnefi here to think on the warbling of a Lute. But, to 
imprefs the Advertifement concerning the di&rence of thcfe 
waters, labid^ the longer on the Defcription: And Ic'utft not 
fey it J if I had not feltmy felf oftimes , and alfo heard it ac- 
knowledged by them chat received wonderful benefit from thofe 
kind Springs. Therefore I per fift thus far in the Parallel j As 
the Juycd of the delicious fruit playes upon the Organs of Taft, 
fo doth the right Healing water upon the Ulcers: At firit touch 
it feems to tear the flefli off deeper , but immediately changes 
the begining of a deep pain into a deeper pleafure: And attcr 
snanya^alt^^andqmcl^ flidings, theiugofitiesofthe wouads 
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or of the Liquor, or of both, are by their daunciflg vibrations 
fraooth'd into a delightful accord. But let us accept of Vulga- 
rities for the moft evident Inftruc'tion in like cafes: VVhen Wine, 
Cider,or AIeiswellboti'd,wefecl how auftere'y it invades the 
roofof our mouths and our throats at firft, and how fpeedilyic 
repayeswitha giMtifying fetisfadion: Yet,ncither Minerals nor 
their Salts , nor other Ingredients are prefumed to enter into the 
bottclS) whilfl t he fe liquors iic^itire this liveliaefs.This feparatioti 
ofpartSjand the enlargement of the Spirits,orfome alteration of 
the confidence of the Liquor, may give the improvement here: 
^ndfome fuch caufes may exalt the vigor of thofe Springs, 
whilft they are briskly running, and working their way through 
the Veins of gravel, fand, and healing Bolus's j Or perhaps ra- 
ther from fubterrranean fteames, which do alfo impregnate the 
healing Bolus's with their beft Vertues. 

5. Our Eyes alfo maybe, infome fenfe, good witnefTes of 

peculiar figures in the particles of thofe Spring waters, which are 

proper for the Eyes. They feem to fcoure the Eyes, as it were, 

with /harpe, but very fine Gravel. And by this indication I 

have tryed and found the Springs which are extraordinary for 

the Eyes and perhaps to cleanfe OptickGlaffes. About jo.years 

agoe, in a very hot and droughty Summer , there was an E- 

pidemical diftemper of mens Eyes and Eyelids j I found itfoac 

London and We(imin[ler^ and almoft in every Houfe where I 

came , as I travell'd weftward on both fides Seavsrni Ver-juyce> 

of thejuyceofCrabs^ was found the beft remedy 5 and where 

they knew it not, I gave notice of it; and all that tryed it, con- 

fefTed that it was lot a very unpleafing application. Their eyes 

had a fretting itch ; and Ver-juice proved more agreable than 

Vinegar, or White- wine, or any other liquor, or mixture. 

Some fuch tickling pleafure, but yet more delicate and tender, 

there is in fome Spring- waters, which are for the eyes peculiar. 

Of this indication I gave notice in your N»m. ao, fag, 359. 

And of the former indication of Healing fprings, I gave you 

then a hint, but I know not how it was mifcarryed. 

4. The Springinefs of wool , more than of Linnen, offers a- 
nother vifible and tangible Dcmonflration, how theftronger 
and quicker Springs ot fome water, morethan of other, may 
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conduce more orldTs to healing- or may be more or lefs nox^ 
ious, either inwardly taken or outwardly applyed. Upon this 
QCcafionIremember,theLord S4cgit Comewhsre A think yi» Hi fi, 
Vit/t. ^ Mortis, takes notice,ttiat anciently, to prefcrve Life in 
dangerous fijckneffes,theyufed to remove Linncn,andtoktthe 
Sick l;e next to the woollen bhnkets. And \ have received 
it well attcfted, that, in cenfniis mortis , feme have had fpeedy 
relief £om a flunnen waftcoate madeofthe fineft wool : They 
prefer the fcarlet Dye 5 I think, my Lord names a Tinftureof 
Snflflon withOylof Almonds^but I dare not truft my memory, 
having feen it but once,and that was,when it was firft publiQied.* 
Such a woollen garment will drive a warm fridion through a 
fliirt of fine Linnen , which may anfwer in a gentle degree to 
Eridion , as it is one of the laft Medical applications among the 
witty Chifjois-j and among other Nations , who adhere ftifly 
to their oldeft, and beft tryed Experiments. For theSanative 
force of Fridlion I refer to your Nam, 1 2, p. 2 c 6,where the Lord 
Baco;) is recit ed ^0 obferve , that motion and warmth drarvesfmh 
intethe farts new ^u)ce and Vigour ( and thefe are the t&di% of 
wool , as they are of Friilion)and thzxTriSiions conduce much to 
Lpngevitj, For another pur pofe I add an Inftance of a much 
differing kind ; I knew one who was (hot in his heel with an 
arrow, whichcarryedwith it a veryfmall raggof the woollen 
ftocken: This ragg being not found be the Chirurgions, though 
they were then of the beXl: note , the wound became for a year 
or two incurable •, And the pain was fo intolerable,, that it was 
thought necefTary to cat off his foot : A t laft by chance the ragg 
w>as toundjand taken away ,and then the cure wasfoon perfc(5ied. 
Woollen and Linnen may have their turns and feafons ; the 
©ne as a Mechanical Operation for heating by a clofe and per- 
manent fri^ion, the other as a quiet Lenitive. Our tender skin 
can hardly bear the inceifant Springinefs of Wool 5 In a deep 
wound we can lefs -endure it. But the Springs of fome waters 
maybclined v;ith a fofter Liquor than the hairy and curledfila- 
Rients of wool .• And hence we may perceive, how fome waters 
may by their rolling particles be the greateft Probes, and yet 
the fureft Searchers, Cleanfers,and Healers. And hence alfo, on 
the contrary 3 we may fee, how fome waters, which cure U!-, 

cers 



eers and Caacers by ootward application, may betoobnff'y 
cbrrofive and dangerous, if taken inwardly. 

5. To approach clofer to the main point , I fhoald now des- 
cend to particulais , and cake a morecxa(a accompt of fome fin* 
gular Qualities in waters. Credible Authors, both Ancient 
and Modern, do make very ftrange reports of fome Fountains 
and Lakes ; And you have given us confiderable Narratives of 
the Boyfterous Spring in Wefifhalia , and of the Salt Springs In 
Germanjf N, 7. Of the Springs in Pa^erkpr»,Bafel, and in Jl^- 
fatia,^. 8. And lately N. 54. of the Lake in C^rwW^: But 
I muft not now purfue wonders-, I ought hereto apply to the 
point , with fome diverfions for general ufefulnefs and property, 
for our own Country, Salt is a part of our food j it fcafons all 
things and (if rightly ordered) alfifts Fertility. Aud Heaiw^ 
waters have fomewhatof iheobligingnefsof the divine mi- 
racles. Andthefetwofhallbe my prefent bufinefs , Snlt and 
Bedhg waters? 

Pa^rcarumcfue colos exoratura [ever as 

Flumina: faid the Gentile Poet Claitdian. 

6. I think I may note, that generally all the Springs in Mng-" 
hnd^ that are of very Ancient efteem for Healing , and wers 
commonly ciWA Hol'j-mUsh fuch as St. Winefr ids-mil m 
Flint- ^ire ( of which I never made tryal , but it carries the grea- 
teft Fame , ) are all very pure, and yield no kind of fediment. In 
this,our hot Baths , and perhaps fome few Mineral Springs, ar« 
to be excepted. Lmuft yet be more particular. 

7. I know a S pring, which the old People there call their Ho^ 
li-mUj on the fide of a low Hill in an Arable Field ; which (be- 
sides the Healing •Qualities ) hath an extraordinary efficacy in 
clearing the skin: from Stin-bumings and freckles 5 and addeth 
as muchluftrCjas agrees with the finer Art of concealing Art,and 
withmodeftyj And,after washing two or three mornings, in 
makes the skin as fmooch as Glafs. It paflcth through a vein 
af light Sand, if I may call it Sand 5 'Tis more like to fome 
kind of blewifh; crifped Marie ; 'tis fo light and hollow, as if it 
were frefbly working by fome ferment 5 and 'tis fo full of very 
fmall and thin Lamina^ feerhingto be Metalline, and bright 
like the pureft Silver, that it encouraged rocjabout 1 2 years a-. 



ago, to Tend feme of it to the Lord Brereton , who was pkafed to 
fliew it to the Refiners, bat they could not find it to be of any 
value. I wasinquifitiveto fearch it out, whether th's water had 
the beautifying property from,£he Silver-like Lamina , or ra- 
ther gave thofe veins of Earth that tindure and ferment. Only 
two things lean aifirin 5 1. 1 faw many Springs opened In the 
lower Grounds 5 and whicll fecmed in all appearance to run from 
the fame Head, and hadalfo the very fame bright ferment in 
their paflfageSjwhere they were opened J but iheife had nothing 
of the fame property for Heaiing,or for Beautffying, as I found 
by many ttyals,more than daily fof forne years together, a. 
The common Fields adjoyning,had on their clods and Fallowes, 
fomcwhat of the fame glittering , much faded, hue tnoughto 
dazle their Eyes that fixedonitina bright Sunfhining. May 
not fome Subterranean fleam give the tin«5iure,both to that vciii 
of Earth, through whith it palled more freely 5 and alfo more 
forcibly to that Spring by a greater refort,or by fome advantage 
it got by the afcentof the Ground ? ( And we commonly find 
thefc healing Springs , either near the top , or on the fide, or 
neat the foot of fome Hill, orrun'hing from the Hill : ) And thus 
the fleams reverberated and dafhed down by the Motion of the 
Airjand by the weight of the Atraofphere,may beget the fame 
Metalline tiniame in the adjacent Fields. 7his was far enough 
from yielding fediment,and it had a pleafiug fmoothnefs-, and was 
very inoffenlivctotheflomach} butitfcarchedthe Eyesfome- 
what fmartly, and cleared them fpeedily,and was generally com- 
mended for m^y healings,both inwardly ,and outwardly •, And 
was every way mucJi more pleafing than tormenting. The Vil- 
lagerSjto whom the Spring belongs, being conflantly healthful, 
and having other affairs than to beautify their skin, they take 
the lefs notice of it -, but if it were in Hide-Park,or More-fieids, 
it might be valued above the richeft Canary. 

8. Within two Miles of the fame, is another of their old Ho- 
If- mils, on the browof fuch another Hill in an Arable FieldjWith- 
in half a Mile of a lofty Hill : This is very kind for the Eyes,and 
hath alfo done many cures upon putrid and fcetid Ulcers,whicb 
were many years deplored for incurablejas I can affirm upon my 
own knowledg : I have fcen it tryed oftcn;andalwayes to good 
^ cffea? 



cffeAi fomettnaes confiderably wonderful. This is the fame- 
Spring , which I meant in my Num^. 20. near the end of p.358i 
where by fome miftake of my hand ( for it was then very bad) 
it is not diftinguiftied from the other Springs there mentioned , 
or intended. Many drink of it, and much extol it for healings: 
And I never could hearc of any that complained of hurt done by 
it. Ic was fomewhat afperous, but pleafing in malignant 
vlcers. 

9. Butmuch greater is the reputatioft of the Holj-Wtlls ^ as 
they call them , on the fide of Malvern Hills, which Hills di- 
vide Woreeftire-ihite from Hereforet-Mte. The higher S pring 
is peculiar for the Eyes ; Ahut a furlmg kmr is the Healing 
ffr//>e( which lafthalfe line was omitted in the Print of your 
JV»otI. 20. p. 358,1. 2 25 )thiscureth many Maladies and Can- 
cers , if applyed before the flrength'of Nature be overthrown^ 
I have read in the Monuments belonging to theHofpital at Lci^ 
burg J aTowninthewayfromHere/tfriaftothofe Springs,that a 
Bifliopjfome Agespaft, endowed that Hofpital with revenues, 
for the entertainment of diftrefled Paffengers that travayled to 
thofe Springs for relief, *Tis above 50 years fince I heard a Pa- 
nic ftoiy fpreadall over the City and Country of Woree^er.^ tht I 
the Phyficians had poyfoned thofe Wells. I am perfwaded 9 
that the ground of this Fable was only thus : After more than or- 
dinary Rain for one, two,or three years together ( as it falls out 
fometimes !n£»^^//»/?</) fome common waters, by a part of the 
fame,or fome other channel,do drive to the fame apperture, and 
drown the excellency of the healing Water. In this droughty 
ye^ we find, that many excellent Springs have loft more than 
half, and fome more than four parts of five of the waters which 
they did ufaally afford in the fame feafons of other moyfter years? 
and the remaining waters have the ftronger efficacy. Of tnis ex- 
pe(aation from long Droughts I adverts'd you iV. 20. p, 358;.. 
And 'tis /7i?»rfW4r*4^/f,thatthefe better Springs, which are on 
the fide of Hills, and on the higher ground,do maintain their 
current much better, than thofe which are in the lower Vale, 
"fisfo in many places about us here 5 when the better Springs 
had loft 4 parts of their current , many of the lower Springs 
were quite dryedup. This advantage ^by the Drought ) em- 
boldened 



boldened my prefent adventure, there being now Icfs peril that 
my Teftiraony can be refuted. But Foolifli people go fvveating 
vp the Hill , and then drink the cold water 5 or apply it Cold 
io their heated Ulce.s, and then what good can be cxpe<5led? 
And ( withal ) thefe waters are kindeft to the Poor and jejune 
people, who are accuftomed to drinks almoft as weak as water, 
jSo the Air in Btrm»d4s, and near Florida in Virginia, preferves 
hem that are addided to a fimple and Natural Diet , without 
lickriefs > and frequently to the Age of an hundred years 5 
whilft the Wealthy ( as perhaps more habitually accuftomed to 
Brandy, or fome high and plentiful Diet) have neither firm 
health, nor long Life. Thus Mr„ Stafford in your N. 40. p. 
794 : And the like is reported of Brafd by Pijo and Bmtius. 
No Salubrity of Air, or Medicine of the pureft water,can recover 
health or fecare long life to them tKat arc excefllvely luxurious. 
All thefe waters are purely Hrapid5frec from all fediment , very 
terfive and fcarching,and moft effedual at the Spring-head. 

10. I omit ihany other Healing waters, that I may give you 
a brief touch of fuch Mineral, Saline, and Medical waters, as I 
have found, or heard of, in our Neighbourhood 5 Namely 
about reavit'in Somerfetfhire. I lately hear of two more Met- 
tallineSprings in Dorcctjhire^ heGdts that of Farrinpoity ana- 
ly'cdby Dr H. in yourN, 56. Perhaps their vercuesand their 
Fame are encr«afed by this drought. The Valine Spring there 
mentioned by DrH. tohat Eaft'Chenoek , is about 3. miles 
hence Weft ward. In a Very Droughty Summer I found it 
flrong Brine. But there is a 5alt-j"pring of far greater worth 
HitEverich, about! 2 miles hence towards Shef ton- Mallet: of 
this I willowe you a concernment. The Pool , which yieldeth 
the Vitriolate 5alt , which I fent you, is in Sock-Denis ^ 3 or 4 
Miles hence weftward. 'Tis not a great Pool, not above 10. 
foot fquare. Whet h er the 5al t proceeded from a i^pring,or from 
a vein of vitriolate Earth, I cannot yet determine 5 the Pool ha- 
ving notbeendrayned fince Icxtra(aedthe5alt , thoiigh I cx- 
peiSedit/s hen I gave you the notice, recorded in your N.i8. 
p. 325. Th«M5;d!and Earth abeat it is as blew as any Roman 
Vit:iol b along '.iftiRgand-haidFroftjIfentforaOiiart^Bot- 
tie of LJe wate*\;^-:Uc iJiia itvery ihick,and blackiih,and it fcn- 
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red intolerably flrong , not much unlike Gunpowder newly inflsmeJ. Clofe adjoynlnj 
iirito this Town oCTctvil > wire two Springs kind for the Eyesj the one in a jPafturci 
the other vviihiii a Bolt»(hoot in a Field. ' The Old People prefer that in the Paftuie be- 
fore the otherjjs they have it from Elder Tradition, and their pretended experience- 
And at this time , ihc more commended Spring > which ii in the Padure, and on the fide 
Ota rifing Ground runs freely j the other it newly dtyed up. 'Tis not cveiy. flight 
Gravelling ofthe Eyes that fuificientiy Indicates an extraordinary Eye«watct : Many good 
Springs hare a degree of Terfivcnels $ but that which ii extraordinary ,, hath a Friction 
iTjmewhat permanent;and is in the end gratifying. We have alio , clofe bytiur Town > a 
Spring called R/</f/-we/f. Where it breaks oat , and where it firft falls, it tingeth the 
iJones ofthe ColourofRuny-lron , and it hath the fmell ftrongly, ( and feemeth w 
rail J of /<.ufty-Iton. Yet 'tiias clear as any water; and Itryed it for a Moneth or 
siwre in my lludy, ptitting Corniili-flate and Pcblts to it in a Glafs J and it gave no 
tiniture at allto theftonesj nor any fedimcnt ; S'o that I fufpeft the titidure to proceed 
from fome Effiuviiim mingled with the water at fitft opening: But! confide not much 
in tl»e Cngleaiid ihoittiyal I made. SomeOld men boaft of many great cures it liath 
done. I dare fay nothing for it,or againft it: Neitherdolknow, whether I ftioulJ 
call it Metalline > or Anti- Metalline, (inceRultisihe Putrefaftion and deftruftion of 
lion. Our Fore- Fathers', and very Old meu jfcarce heard oMhe name ofthe Self 
bute\ Tis a feafon.ible pi ovidence,if,fince that dilesfe is become foEpidemical^^ the re- 
medy ftiouid be fo Obvious and Vulgar,3S is pretended to be,by fuch fetrugineouvSpi ingj. 
This breaks out near tlie foot of a lofty hill , which continues, with forae Icfler falli a- 
bout J miles weftward to Humdtn ,^arrc , where they dig a hard free ftone of a dark 
yellow colour. At H'.'/f C'Mtl, five miles hence Northward, is a very fxtid black Spring, 
which tingeth Silver black immediately i and I am told.that about lomiles hence, more 
Eartward , near IVinc-rauxtoiiy not many years agoe, they digged for Col«, where the 
Colemen were endangered by a fsetid damp } And when they aflayed the Cole in the fite* 
i: proved very iwyfom , (b that they forfook thofe Cole mines, Perhaps it may be fervi- 
ccable to thetii that know how to make an- lioneft uie of Arfenic and other poyfonj, 

1 1. Here again.with fomc timoroufiiefs , 1 propofe the Inquiry , whether Subterra- 
neous (leamcs might not give the dark yellow tinfture to the Hmdert ^arre, and the 
property to this water of i?.tt^/ wetfforthe fulvous coloration : Itcaniw be expcfted* 




Cele near WineCaunttrt; that both may receive the fame tindure, and odour fiom Sub- 
terranean fteamcs, which may perhaps be of fo many kinds , and mixtures , astocaufe 
much ofthe great diverfitits of Metals. Mineral»,Earths,and Soyies ; and of fome minute 
dift'e'tnces in die Colour, Taft.Odour, and drcfs of Vegetablei; Yea and ofthe Furres 
H:(yrei,Wocl,and other little varietyej in Animals (f particularly in fheep^ h hvcral pla'. 
CM; more immediately in Vegetables , and of Animab by remoter ci:cumfl»nces, I wiil 
not excfptthe Eihiofickhite, and humorsof men in diifant Climates; though Vegca- 
b!cs and Animals do f for the mdft part J retain their Icmina! properties in dillantCJi* 
mates (or many generations : and perhsps from thefe terrelhial Iteams the Vcetablei 
CO imperceptibly draw fome of their Salts , and much of their nutriment. Thele" thinos 
I dare not affirm, nor fay much more, tilll fee fit time and place to ofl'cr my icjfonsand 
other Obieivations. 

t2 . For thefe Overtures I will at prefcnt inftance no more than thus. The Illuftri- 
ous Mr Biyk hath,n>«hinks,evinced , that the moft foUd Bodyes we know , liaye their 
Attnofphercs of (leams and Exhalations ; A nd whatever the Materials bf, which are un- 




r,:fc« 



ttifcft Arguttt«ms» it sppears.ttut there are alwayes firong fl^ms afcendlng towards tlie 
tuftce of the Earth r Anuj iFtheit Generative power ,jnd other efficacies were duely ex- 
amined, and ptoiecuted to the beft purpofc$,we migfet perhaps in time fi id them to have 
a greater venue, and more ufeful for us, than many of the Confleliations jnd Cekftial 
Iiifluencrs , which make no Imjll noyfe amongft Aftrologers. 

Of«hc/e,wc are furfyand they arc in many refpefts manageable j Butofibopjw) ichare 
fo far above our teachilcarned men are to this day, afer ferious Diiquifitions, at aderaur, 
whether they concern us at all, or not. We do not compare with the 5'olar Influence , 
whichdothalmoftallthatwe fee done in Nature j And more perhaps than we have hither- 
to confiJered,as hereafter I may propofc to you. Next to this.nothing is more frequent a- 
niongft the Ancient, than Obfervations upon the Lunar Influences i Many more, than are 
fufficiently conEtmdby later phanlied experience. 'Sfis pfcancied that ftee is Queen of 
the waterifli,Cooling,anJ Feminine Regions : But tis certain,that the Sun is the Mafcuiine 
Lord, not only ov.-r the fiery and dry Regions, but alfo overlhe Moon and all her D mi- 
nions. And yet tis foraewhat ftrange» that the ftrongeft Solar Beames ftiould be [^'totail)i 
lirenchtand quencht inthi,diskoftheMoon,that by all our contrivances of the niceft?ner- 
momcters, and facfi burning Inftruments , we can have no perception of any degree of 
Heat; not in the brightett and fulleft Rayes of the Sun , r«fltfted to us by the Moon, 
though we can hardly 1 nagine Light it felf to b: any other thing than the pureft Flames of 
Fiie, Hence I wjih a fevcre aittntion on both hinds both to Terrettrial 5'teames, and to 
Ceieftial Influences,(as the manner bow is ) impartially, without foreftalment, or preju- 
dice. I have in my aim, though not in my prefent p 3wet fojie expedients, which under 
one may be accomoJable to both Intentions. Vor thefe two ConfiJetations,the one in the 
liigheft elleem among the Ancient ; and the other feeming moft Improveable by mo- 
dern InduUry » I have been conftrained tobefo tedious , as now I have been. 

1 J. Rjt it is full time to lum up here, what hath been attempted in this Difcoutfej and 
tctakt up the refult. We have found fome Mineral i'prings , and have not denyed, that 
they may in rheir Channels have gathered up Metalline Salts J fometimes perhaps, 
where no Metals are yet formed s yea> and where they are never like to be formed, for 
want of appofite materials. Alfo. we have not feeri caufe to deny , that thofe Mineral 
Springsmay have acquiredjss the lately mintioned Springs have done,fome other healing 
properties, befides thofe rfiat are from Mineral Vertue : And thence we may allow, that 
lome of thofe finer and tinknown Spirits , may, by reft or other accident ,foon divide from 
the water , or dye there, or expire through any fealed Veflels. This we muft grant, that 
as the particles of all Liquars do more or lefsfutably agree with the Orifices of the 
Tongue, and Pallate, and th«nce beget the delight, or dilUkein the reljfti j fo the 
like effeft all Liquors have upon our raw fiefli and deep wounds : And fome Ulcers 
have need of a mote aftive Friftionto clear them, and to extirpate thtk very roots, 
and foundations. 

Now for the words whitever tbt(e Spirits be &Cv N. 5 »• P- 1 o?9.they may have 

more afpefts.than are taken notice of inthefagacious reflexions f and the warinefs of fuch 
expreflions may well be excufed in an Age , that is too apt to entertain malicious fufpici- 
on* againft Phyfitians , and Pfailofophsrs ; But tis good to be filent , or very modett in 
matters which we can neither affirm nor deny upon clear ground ; tfpeciaUy wten ihc full 
debatiment cannot be confined within the Sphefre of Phyfiology : Therefore Mtmrn de 
tibuh. What is hitherto but timoroudy intimated , may perhaps be more throughly 
profecuted in fomeother Eflays , if this tedioufnefs be forgiven. 
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